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yellow, but the stain does not remain long, -disappearing
on exposure.
My only excuse for writing this letter is to suggest to

the more experienced men in the profession the trial of
this method of skin sterilization. Petrol is cheaper than
spirit, less irritative, and more volatile. The one great
objection against its use in an operation room is its in-
flammability. The solution of iodine in petrol has to be
kept corked, as, otherwise, the petrol will volatilize
quickly.-I am, etc.,
Colomibo, Ceylon, Jan. 25th. I. D-AvID,

THE PARASITE, CANCER.
SIR,-I read with interest and appreciation two lectuires

on " Unicellula Cancri," by Sir Henry B'utlin, wlho has
done good service in once more emphasizing the fact that
the parasite of cancer is the cancer cell itself, even- thouglh
it may not be possible absolutely to identify cancer cells
w-ith protozoa, as lhe has suggested.
The question of priority is of less importance than is

the fact that this- conception of- the cancer cell has beeni
reached independently by other workers. In September,
1905, at the Australasian Medical Congress in Adelaide, I
gavb an address on cancer and tumour growth, published
in the Anstralasian Medical Gazette and in the Edinburgh
Medical and( Sutrgical Journal, in which I suggested
(1)'that the relation of the chorionic epithelium to the
maternal decidua was essentially that of a neoplasm of
restricted malignancy, so far as local infiltration alnd indc-
pendence of growtlh was concerned-the fertilized ovum
being for a timle definitely parasitic upon the mamnmaliani
organiism; (2) that the development of cancer was a
biological pbenomenon sui generis, and implied the genera-
tion of a new organism; (3) that the cancer process was
an invasion of the parent organism by a brood of inde-
pendelit and hostile cells, equivalent to a niicrobic
ilnfection.

Again, in February, 1907, I elaborated these suiggestions
in an address to the First Australasian Dental Congress,
puiblished in the Australasian Medical Gazette and in the
Lancet. I then said:
Whereas the cells of the healthy animal body are all workiing

for the commoni good, the cancer cell appears as a seceder from
this commonwealth.-. -. . Whatever the ultimate nature of
cancer may prove to be, this at least is ceirtain-that it consti-
tutes an invasion of the organism by a brood of independent and
lhostile cells, and that, once these cells have made their appear-
anice within the organism, thev may undergo a practically
iindefinite and unlimited multiplication aind proliferation. But
these are precisely the conditions that go to make up the
process of infection, and so we reach the general conclusion
that, in a very definite and intelligible sense, cancer is an
infective disease-as certainly infective as any disease due to
ani invasion of the organism by other parasitic cells, whether of
bacterial or of animal origin. . . . Although the existence of a
specifie cancer parasite is at the best doubtful, the existence of
the parasite, cancer, is beyond a doubt. The cancer cell is
in itself a parasite, and is endowed with that formi(lable
attribtute of the more highly pathogenic parasites-the attribute
of infectivity.

I then pointed out-that, although cancer is an " infective
disease, it is probably not "infectious." I went on to
show that a due appreciation of the " infective" nature of
cancer tends, not to confuse, but to co-ordinate certain
lphenomena of tutmour growth, such as relative malig-
nancy, which otherwise are hard to apprehend.-I amn, etc.,
unIversit- of Sydney, Jan. 15th. D. A. WELSH.

21tuiberitie5 .anit (noltgez.
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

Confermenit of Degree.
THE following degree has been conferred:
M.D.-G. F. Barham.

UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREWS.
THE Senatus Academicus at a meeting held on February 17th
resolved to confer the honorary degree of LL.D. at the public
graduation ceremony on July 17th, on Sir Thomas Boor
Crosby, M.D., Lord -Mayor ofLondon, and Sir John Batty
Tuke, M.D., formerly M.P. for the Universities of Edinburgh
and St. Andrews.

AND

POOR LAW MEDICAL SERVICES

POOR LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION OF
ENGLAND AND WALES.

A COUNCIL meetinig of this association was held at 34, Copthall
Avenue, E.C., on February 15th, Dr. D. B. Baldilln, J.P.,
presidiing.

Statistical Returns.
The Honorary Secretary (Dr. Major Greenwood) reporte(d

that an answer had been received from the Local Government
Board to the two quiestions submitted by the Council respecting
the statistics required in the early part of last November from
Poor Law medical officers: (1) Did the Local Government
Board consider that under Article 205 of the General Order of
July, 1847, duties such as these were included? (2) In the event
of boards of guardians being willing to pay an extra fee for
the work, would the upper Board sanctioln it.?
The answer to (1) was in the affirmative, and with regard to

(2) the Board expressed its readiness to sanction extra payment
for the work if re(luested by the boards of guardians.

It was thoulght by the Council that Poor Law medical officers
would gain little benefit from this concessionl, as few boards of
guardians could be induced to make the- request.

Nation1al Insurance Act.
The answer of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the appli-

cationl for a clause in the National Insutralnce Act to protect
Poor Law medical officers of more than twenity years' service
from loss that might accrue to them througlh that measure iii
respect to their superannuation was read as follows:

Treasury Chambers, Whlitehall,
November 22nd, 1911.

Dear Sir,
Witlh referenice to youir letter of the 14th inst. I am desired

by the Chanicellor of the Exchequer to say that the representa-
tiolls whiichI you have put before him ihave receive(d careful
consideratioin, but inasmuch as the suiggestion-s made in your
letter of the 16th inst. relate directly to amen(ling the Poor
Law Officers' Superannuation Act, it would seem that the
better course was to communicate in the first instance with
Local Gov-erniment Boarcl.

Yours faithfully,
Dr. MIajor Greenwood. E. GowFn.
It was generally consi(dered that this suggestion that the

request should be made to the Local Government Board, as it
necessitated an amendmenit of the Superannuation Act, was an
evasion. It repeatedly happened in legislation that provisions
were put in ne-w statutes to modify, under certain condlitions,
provisions in existing o'nes, where special interests required pro-
tection, without amending the latter.

The Breach of Poor Lawt' Orders.
The Honorarv Secretary submitted to the Counicil the details-

of a serious breach of the Poor Law Orders of wlich the
Winchester guardians lhad been guilty. He regretted to sav
that it had been subsequently condoned by the Local Goverln-
ment Board.
The said guardians had advertised for a medical officer for the

Micheldever district, anid had thereini stated that the officer
would only be'appointed for three years. Dr. Todd, one of their
members, had been elected on the terms of this advertisement,
but he was unaware that it was contrary to the Medical Appoint-
ments Order of May, 1857. Article 2 of that Order laid downl
that where a medical officer resided in his district he should l)e
entitled to be appointed permanently. As Dr. Todd resided in
his district he was entitled to a permanent appointment. The
Winchester guardians were carrying on a crusade against all
permanent appointments, wishing to have their officers entirelv
in their own hands, and although the Local Government Board
had at first refused its sanction to the appointment of Dr. Todd
for only three years, it had been induced to withdraw its objec-
tion. He had written to the Local Government Board on Dr.
Todd's behalf, and had received the following answer:

Whitehall, S.W.,
Sir, February 6th, 1912.

I am directed by the Local Government Board to advert
to your letter of the 25th ult., relative to the limitation by the
guardians of the Winchester Union of the appointment of
Dr. P. E. Todd as Medical Officer of the Micheldever District,
to a period of three years.
In reply I am to state that in view of the reasons brouglit

forward by the guardians, the Board have stated that thev will
not offer objection to the appointment of Dr. Todd for hree
years. The Board understand that in the advertisement
inviting applicants for the post the guardians stated that the
appointment was to be for three years.

I am, Sir
Your obedient servant,

WALTER T. JONS,s
Dr. Major Green}wood. Assistant Secretary.
The Board had consented to the arrangement of thle Win:

chester gulardians because of "reasons brought forward by the
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guardians," and because " in the advertisement inviting
applicants " the appointment was to be for " three years." In
a newspaper report of- the meeting of the guarrdians it was
definitely stated by nearly every speaker that the reason was
that the Board objected to permanent appointments. The fact
of the advertisement made the matter worse, for what right
had the Winchester guardians to issue an advertisement which
flagrantly contravened Article 2 of the Medical Appointments
Order? It was thought by the Council that this was a case of
considerable gravity. It threatened that security of tenure that
had been enjoyed for many years by Poor Law medical officers.
The further point was raised whether the consent of the Local
Government Board vas accidental, or whether it indicated a
change of polcy with regard to permanent appointments. It
was unanimouslv agreed that the Honorary Secretary be
instructed to write again to the Local Government Board,
expressing the Council's dissent from the reasons stated, and
asking if such action as that of the Winchester guardians in
this matter was to be approved generally in the future, for if
boards of guardians acted in a similar manner throughout the
country, Article 2 of the Medical Appointments Order of 1857
would become a dead letter. It was also resolved to approach
the National Poor Law Officers' Association on the subject, and
to request the British Medical Association to take action in the
matter.

A, n In ertebrate Board.
A letter was read fr6m a district medical officer of the Gains-

borough Uniion relating how lie had been deprived' of his office
in order to add his district to a neighbouring district, to' induce
a me(lical practitioner to take tlhe two ; the latter beinig a sort
of drug in the market that no one would have. The writer did
nlot live in his district, neither did his successor. The Local
Government Board had been appealed to, but after expostula-
ting, had consented to the guardians' action. He had been
medical officer for fourteen years, and wished to know whether
he could recover the deductions from his past salary towards
the superannuation fund. It was agreed by the Counicil that
he could recover them ; but several members commented on
the want of "backbone" shown by the Local Government
Board in the matter.

"Equiitaible " Claimn.s.
Attention was drawn by the Honorary Secretary to a recent

meeting of the Wigan guardians, where claim was made by the
workhouse medical officer for coxnpensatioil for loss of vaccina-
tion fees and lunacy fees. This had been referred to the Local
Government Board, which had written that although the
officer in question had no legal claim, there was an equitable
claim, an-d the Board would be prepared to sanctioni an increase
of salary, if granted by the guardiaus. He pointed out the far-
reaching clharacter of this recognition of " equitable claims," if
consistently followed. As the matter lhad beeii referred to the
S--tlaries Committee of the Wigan guardiais, it was decided b)y
the Council to await its report.

DFiIOLITION OF INSANITARY HOUTSES IN SCOTLAND.
AN important decision has beeni giveni bythe Local Government
Board for Scotland on the question whether houses certified as
unfit for human habitation should be demolished or might be
utilized for other purposes. The English Local Government
Board has already decided that when the local authority had
ordered the closing of a building it was not competenat for the
owner to do anything with that building except reconstruct it fit
for a dwellinig-house. The point emerged ill a case before the
Town Council of Ayr, and on being brought befoie thie Local
Government Board for Scotland, that authority haid taken a
different view from the'English Board. The Scottish Board
states that in administering the clausesof Section 17 and 18 of
the Housing and Town Planning Act of 1909 the main considera-
tioII is that of lhealth-the health of the occupants of the dwell-
ing-house and of the neighbouring conimunity. If, thlen, an
owner of a house certified as unfit for human habitation
d*etermines to put the conidemned building to a different use, the
local authority has no power to prohibit such use by demolish-
ing the building unless it is " a nuisance or dangerous, or
injurious to the health of the public or of the inhabitants of the
neighbouring dwelling-houses." In such a case the order
prohibiting the use of the building for lhuman habitation will
still remain in force, there being no provision in the Act for its
determination except by reconstruction or demolition, and thus
the primary purpose of the sections referred to will still be pre-
served. From this decision it is clear that a condemned house
may be utilized as a workshop, store, or for any other purpose,
except as a dwelling-house, so lonig as it does not come within
the law as dangerous or injurious to health.

PAYMENT OF -ACCOUNTS: ACCIDENTS TO CLUB
OxoN. PATIENTS.

NORTH OXON. asks (1) wjether a patient, if he wishes can pay
bff a recent debt before, a,n, older one? HIe says Lis senior
partner has just retired, and he wishes to know in a case
where money is owing from the same patient to (a) hiis
predecessor, (b) to the old firm, (c) to himself, whether
the patient canl pay his own account, leaving (a) and (b) for a
future occasion? (2) As a club doctor is he bound to attend
club patients who have met with accidents and are entitled

*to compensation under the Workmen's Compensation Acts,
and to give without charge certificates for the purpose of
those Acts.

** If a patient of his own accord wishes to pay (c) before
(a) and (b) he is entitled to, but our correspondent may not
ask him to, and it is questionable whether he may send in
accounts for his own attendance, making no mention of the
other debts. (2) Under his friendly society contract he is
bound to attend such accidents without extra charge, unless,
as in case of some mines and works, accidents are specially
excepted. But he may charge for all certificates except those
required by the club to which lhe is medical officer-that is,
certificates for the purpose of putting him on and off the sick
fun(ds of the society.

TENURE OF OFFICE OF SANITARY OFFICIALS.
AT the last meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Mansion House Council on Health and Housing a report on the
tenure. of. office of sanitary officials in and around London was
received, and after consideration the following resolutions were
passed:
This Council are of opinion that it would be in the interests of the
public, and lead to the better administration of the laws relating to
sanitation, if the medical officers of health in Greater London who
devote the whole of their time to public work, and all sanitary
inspectors and inspectors of nuisances in London and Greater
London respectively, were, after any necessary period of probation,
appointed to their offices without limit of time-and if they were
not liable to be removed from their office except by the Local
Government Board or by their respective councils with the
consent of the Local Government Board.

That this resolution be communicated to the Local Governnment
Board with the requcst that they will give the matter their con-
sideration and take such steps as may seem to them suitable to
give effect to this recomnmendation.

Attbita- WIUth'1a.
T'he advice givent in this coltumn for the assistance of miemibers i.s
based ont medico-ethical principles generally recogntized by the
profession, butt muiilst not be taken as representing direct findiings
of the Centtral Ethical Couinnittee, except wvhen so stated.

MlULTIPLICATION OF DOOR-PLATES.
H. S. complains that in a village a mile from his house a neigh-
bouring practitioner has put up a plate on a cottage two and
a half miles from his house, and asks our opinion. We have
constantly expressed the opinion that there is no justification
for putting a door-plate upon a house where there is no bona
fide tenancy, save in thinly populated country digtricts where
it may be convenient for a doctor to indicate a place at which
messages may be left for himfi to call for on his rounds.

6ihituaq.
THOMAS MUNNS WILLS, F.R.C.S.T.,

CONSULTING SURGEON, BOOTLE BOROUGH HOSPITAL.

DR. T. HI. 'WILLS, a well-known practitioner of Bootle,
Liverpool, who died on Februarv 7th, aged 70, was the
yourngest son of the late Robert Wills, of Carrick-on-
Shannon, co. Leitrim.
He was educated at Trinity College and Steevens's Hos-

pital, Dublin, and was admitted L.R.C.S.I. in 1870,
L.R.C.P.I. and L.M. in 1871, and F.R.C.S.I. in 1874. In
1871 he vas appointed House-Surgeon at the old Bootle
Hospital, and in 1872 entered upon his duties at the new
Borough Hospital. After two years' residence in this in-
stitution he began practice in Bootle, and soon afterwards
was appointed an Honorary Surgeon of the hospital; he
continued to serve in this capacity for about twenty years,
when he retired from the active staff, and was made a
Consulting Surgeon.
In 1874-Dr. Wills was gazetted Assistant Surgeon to the

15th Lancashire Rifle Volunteer Corps, now the 7th Bat-
talion (the King's) Liverpool Regiment Territorial Force,
and was the first from Liverpool, and one of the earliest in
England, to pass the examination for surgeons of the
Auxiliary Forces; this was in 1876, when this examina-
tion was not compulsory. In 1891 Surgeon-Major Wills
was gazetted Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel on the
staff of the Mersey Volunteer Infantry Brigade, and in
1894 was grante'd the Volunteer Officer's'Decoration.

Dr. Wills was on the first ommiittee .of the St. Jol11
-Ambulance' Association in" Liverpool. The ambulance
movement in conne-kion with the County Police originated
in a few members of the force being permitted to join the


